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he reached Mobile, fought the battle of Pensacola, and reached New Orleans on December 19, marching in all more than 800 miles. Carroll had gone actively to work and raised 2,500 men. They assembled at Nashville, and in the early days of November he had his boats built for descending the river. Many of both commands were of the best families in the State. Carroll did not expect water before winter, but worked night and day until the boats were built. While Coffee had been ordered to cross the wilderness and come to Jackson at Mobile, Carroll had been ordered to descend the river to New Orleans.
In the early days of November there came a great rain, lasting several days and promising to make a tide. This was most uncommon; indeed, rarely ever known before. There had been little or no expectation of getting off before December, and the volunteers were, many of them, at their homes. But the vigilance of Carroll, who had now been made a major general, when he found there was a prospect of a Hood, brought together his entire army, prepared for the long voyage to New Orleans, and on November i3th, the rise in the river being suflicient, the hurriedly improvised ilatboats, carrying ^,500 volunteers, cut cable and swung out into the Cumberland, leaving on the bank a vast crowd of women and children waiving their handkerchiefs wet with tears.
From the 13111 of November to the 2ist of December, Carroll, with his Tennesseans, was floating, paddling, and pushing his boats. He had a splendid body of men, but practically without arms; at least not more than one-sixth of the men were armed with guns that could be relied on. After he struck the Ohio he overtook a boat loaded with guns, guns shipped by the Government from Pittsburg, but allowing the boatmen the privilege of trading, which caused inexcusable delay. Carroll took charge of this Coffee reported to General Jackson with 800 men. The balance came up in two or three days. This to Jackson was joy enough for one clay. But his deepest feeling was found in the utterance, "O, that Carroll wouldforce, by this arrangement, was reduced to 800 men, with whom he moved with the utmost industry. Having marched eighty miles the last day, heo the French throne, now menacingleet could furnish, if required, a body of 1,500 marines. General Keine foundly mistaken,e in the blood of our citizens? What! retrograde under such cir-fmy in whose bravery he had the utmost confi-
